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ABSTRACT

For long back, Middle East and North African comiities suffered from tyrannical authoritarianism;pRélic of
China (ROC) or Taiwan until early 1990s was noteptonal, as they encountered serious politicahtilr and crisis
lasted for decades under dominant overarching pafeyne party system (i.e. Kuomintang). Similar§b-Saharan
Africa, South, and Southeast Asian nations weresumdilitary regimes for dozens of years too. Thilmant has been
afflicting countries such as Nigeria, Niger, Serde@uinea, Philippines, Thailand, and Pakistan Some reasonable
period. In the past, virtually, democratic invesiise political freedom, liberty and social well-bgiwere absent in these
areas. This study investigates democratizationga®® Taiwanese and North African societies. Nbedgss, | propose to
analyze that both of religious and secular socetietitied, to some extent, certain level of deraogr Global societies,
regardless with their languages, races, gendeefbelr places of living; from east to west, Morodo Taiwan speak and

understand the language of democracy.

KEYWORDS: Democratization, North African Crises, Taiwan's iBohl System, The Post-2000 Miraculous Transition,

State of Democratic Transition in North Africa
INTRODUCTION

During the 18 through the 2% century, the forces of political expansionism aestolutionary democracy
converted large numbers of undemocratic countoegeimocracy. In contrast, democracy is oppositautboritarian or
dictatorial government. Samuel Huntington (19913sslfied nondemocratic authoritarian regimes indoious types.

Authoritarian viewed in form of monarchy. The lioEkinship always determines this system.

Regime can be one party system like Taiwan in d@fe 1950s through the early 1990s. Such regimesost of
the cases come through various reasons: revoldtogign influence and external imposing. The railjtregimes come to
power by toppling the existent regimes to repldwnt with military dictatorships. Personal dictatopsis a leader who
centralizes authority and power very limited to jpésson. Countries such as India, Portugal, anddR@arhave undergone

similar leaderships somewhere in their historiegr(fihgton, 1991: 110-111).

Africa, the Middle East and Eastern Europe didlamely welcome democracy until 1989. In the 199&, total
number of new democracies rose to twenty-one cmstiThis move followed by the fall of Berlin Wadind the
subsequent collapse of the United Socialist Sdvegublic (USSR). From the early 1990s to 2000sersd\countries in
Africa shifted to democratic style. Benin Repulditd South Africa for instance, transformed systétmeir governments
in 1991 and 1994 respectively. On 29 May 1999, Nages elected Olusegun Obasanjo as new civiliasigeat. This

election followed the sudden prospect of Nigeri@msition by the death of the then military lead&eneral Sani Abacha
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6 Ghazali Bello Abubakar

in June 1998. Perhaps, this has finally ended thpgation of military interruption in the countfgr the first time in
nearly thirty years interval. Separately, this wdnaes promptly moved to the Arab world: Algeria, Bgyand Morocco
from North Africa, Lebanon, Jordan and state of ldilvin the Western corner of Asia showing up theiadiness and

acceptance toward democracy.

This study will bring about new phase of polititelnsformations in North Africa region in compavatanalysis
with Taiwanese analogue of democratization. Howeer causes and implications of these transfoomatwill be part of
the major consideration of this article. Nevertbs|ethe study will try to capture a picture of therent political scenario
in North Africa as well as in Taiwan. Outcomes axgbected results of the political transitions aedndcratizations in

both of N/Africa and Taiwan would be at the conahgdremarks of this study.

There is no or very little literature on comparatstudy that seeks to investigate democratizatioogss between
North Africa and Taiwan. Perhaps, peoples havedessern on such analysis simply because manyidsebypothesize
that Islam is by nature, anti-liberalism, and deraog, and it comprises principles that depress @win growth.
Secondly, in terms of religion and life style, Taivese and North African peoples are very muchmdiksi In fact, people
see no point of making comparison between secuoiaaizd Islamism as longer as differences are diedurn, | argue that
in spite of having very less to compare betweenttlesocieties, quest for democracy and econonusparity those go

side by side with Islamic values bring them togeseeking common ground, which is the central odithis study.

Nevertheless, this article will test the above hipsis, which says Islam is anti-democracy, thdesysthat
claims advocating justice, equality and free anddkections which allows people to chose repregems whom they see
appropriate and qualified enough to administerrthfairs. However, the article seeks to portreat ipart from religion,

other social values and norms are always availablmite people from different backgrounds andstijées.
DEMOCRATIZATION AND DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION

The terminological wordDemocracythat signifies absolute free will of the peoptesgovern, elect and decides
for them is non-English origin neither a modernazpt. Rather, it gets its fertile ground in thenpridial time. Like many
‘cracy ending-words, such as aristocracy, bureaucraagl, so forth, ‘democracy’ is a product of Anciente€ce. For
Greek lingua franca of Indo-European language faiellenic language) demos’stands for ‘peoples’ or ‘many’, while
‘kratos and/or ‘cracy in modern English letters, means ‘power’ or ‘rul€herefore, the literal meaning of democracy is
but the rule of many as coincidently adduced byalm Lincoln (1809-1865) where everyone has anlesuze and
opportunity alike. Again, the ideological term “deonacy” and freedom however, seem to have theiretyemoots
alongside the beginning of the human civilizatiovevertheless, partially, the principles of govew®rbased on

democracy became popular and universal norms arthye twentieth century.

Paradoxically, more than one definition specul&te®gview the limit of democracy. Albeit there cadlardly be a
sentence that contains meanings of what democsaaly about rhetorically. The word according to RiaMeld came into
English vernacular somewhere in the sixteenth cgnftom the Frenchdemocratie while its origins were Greek.

Democracy means a form of government, in contranison to monarchies and aristocracies, of thepfEe rule.

Democracy entails a political community in whictetth is some form of political equality among thebhe
history of the idea of democracy is complex, andmarked by conflicting conceptions with plenty sespfor

disagreements (Held, 2006: 01). Democracy is se@nsystem in which both rulers and ruled govéraresand involve in
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general policymaking decision with equal power. Beracy has also been recognized and chiefly tresetie best form
of government by majority.

In other words, the concept is just opposite tmemgicy, monarchy, dictatorship, authoritarianismsadutism,
oligarchy, hierarchy tyranny, or any kind of arbry ruling. Out of the above different forms of gowment, no single
form prolongs to serve the cause of the peopletijrel herefore, the exponents of democracy geufaojty in advocating
the suitability of the democratic form for the géblsetting of today simply because it seems to vgidke by side with
good governance and humanitarian considerations.

Prominent scholars, such as John Austin (1790-18%9) Dicey (1835-1922), and A.L Lowell (1856-194&hd
others were some of the exponents of the demogwsiem of government. Putatively, democracy apgpeabe the most
accredited system that has developed an appamthalance between the two classes: rulers or gmgerdnody and
masses. For this, the system passively claims thdsystem of all. Since it is emerging as unakstc norm, and good
governance are always expected in its platform R.DMorkin highlights that, democracy means govemimgy the
people. Nevertheless, what does that means? Amolitgcg@ theories or in the dictionary, no expligiefinition of

democracy is settled.

On the contrary, it is a matter of deep controverfswhat democracy really means. Even though pedigkegree
on which techniques of representation and whiclelldecal, state and national governments allopaiwer, and which
other institutional arrangements provide the bestlable version of democracy (Dworkin, 1999: 18% a governing
style, numerous scholars define democracy as aeairauthority for government, purposes servedid@yernment, and

for constituting government (Huntington, 1991).

Parenthetically, many experts believe that demgcshould be the best system to administer peopigaced to
non-democratic regimes, which many however, addod®e incapable ideal form of leadership. Argualdgmocracy is
more qualified and qualitative configuration evan by more educative class with less aggressivevanent basis, and
highly caring for the people, conscious to deliugr their duties based on equality, liberty, andfavel to the people
individual and group. Yet the idea that identifadlmmocracy as government formed by the people anadhé people, as
suggested by more than exponent, and if the staeimeo upgrade greater participation of the entitizens, it never
review the limit of democracy.

Over the past two decades or so, the study of dextipation has become a branch and the most imgaataa in
the field of political science and other relatedciplines. Democracy requires strong local govemtmaultiparty system,
equal participation, and political rights of citise civil liberties and the multitude of nongovelemtal organizations. A
stable democracy needs a certain level of bothab@sid economic well-being, which includes widesgrditeracy,
urbanization, and high per capita incomes. The gg®of democratization is rooted in the politicalggle. Scholars like

Dankwart Rustow (1973) believe that the processilshoontain well-entrenched forces of preciselyidgpsocial classes.

This struggle is likely to start because of theesgpnce of the new elite, which would unite diversblic groups
into a combine battle. Each country has a diffetgpe of leadership, supporters, as well as varfpemuliarities in the
nature of this struggle. Therefore, the reasonstiameframes for this action are different too (Rwgt1973). The increase
of popular expectation of periodic and competitlections together with poor economic performantsssio legitimate

loss of authoritarian regime. Economic modernizatibrough global economic output, that helped nafsthe least
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developed economies to address many changes imsthectures, such as increase rates of urbanizagiducation, and
rising of the middle class, are other causativéofac which expand breakthrough of democratizaitiomany countries of

undemocratic regimes (Huntington, 1991).

Scholars like Diamond and even Huntington have imausly tried to distinguish the limit of democraeyth
nondemocratic societies, which are very much héipfdiscerning the political and democratic sitaas of both Taiwan
and North Africa. Before transforming to democrallic elected government, Taiwan for example, hasnbéhe
powerhouse of KMT, which fall apart/lost the cohtod government to the DPP party in 2000 presidgrdlections. This
happened for the first time after tens of yearsatTlvas not the end because various unexpectediaitsiancluding
corruption, economic devaluation and other malfeesa in government come clear during the DPP refggight years.
Democratization process was in fact bit disturbetinot interrupted as peaceful transition of pohas been taking place

in a sequence manner and in piecemeal.

Many studies on the process of democratizationrpagh attention on the concept of civil society @sdbility
to encourage democratization process and highlighpositive roles in transition from authoritarigm to sustainable
democratic system of government. Hence, buildingtaietic civil society is perhaps precondition wtrensolidation for
democracy more often in third world nations. Thiadle examples are recent democratic revoltsénAtab world, from

Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Syria, Yemen, to the stdt8ahrain and so forth.

According to Huntington, individual agents are venportant in democratic transition. Democraciesated not
by causes but by causers. To him, transition basedite choice, participation, beliefs, and acsiovhile backbone of the
subsequent consolidation is elite pacts and consekstil recently, the roles that civil societyps in the Arab world are
contrary to their counterparts in the other paftthe world where opposition political parties fexample, take a position

in attempting to extract democratic reforms from #uthoritarian regime.

Political parties in the Middle East and North &&i(MENA) region seem feebly weak. Far away frormge
weak and passive, civil society organizations haeeome inevitable and primary instigators of chasgg marginalizing
official political parties. In MENA region, the upgmgs of January 2011 in Tunisia and Egypt arerétoent paradigmatic
instances. Experts estimated the rapid expansi¢imese movements that include civil society graigpisave an impact on

the political system setting in the whole regiorha short period to come.
BACKGROUND OF THE NORTH AFRICAN POLITICAL CRISES

African countries have been witnessing democragiositions since early 1990s. The transitions axays open
a window for popular agitations and struggles folitigal reformation, which have deposed authoid@arregimes in
northern part of the region (UNECA, 2013). Thisiaboetworking or e-revolution (if you like) is orgd the various titles
given to the recent political upheavals in Northigd and Middle Eastern nations. Many political lgses and observers
believe that these revolutions were merely outcoofidbe poor performances in the structure of lestuip in the region.
In response, the waves have so far, toppled dowwn the grass roots, three of the strongest lonmgasts in North Africa.
They forced Zain al-Abideen of Tunisia into exid®nviction to Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and extermioatto Muhammar
Ghaddafi of Libya. As for the time of writing thitudy, the fate of Syria’s Basshar al-Assad is oiesalthough genocide

is already committed.

North Africa sub-region contains majority Arabicesfxing Muslim countries namely: Algeria, Egypt, yab
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Morocco, Sudan, Tunisia and some extent MauritaNiarth Africa has nearly 200,000,000 populationshw$1.189
trillion total GDP and 5, 974 per capita (CIA WorhctBook, 2014). The region borders Mediterran8aa from the
north, Sub-Saharan Africa in the south, North Aita®cean (toward Morocco) from the west, and SGamnal (toward
Egypt) in the east. All of these countries are merstof the United Nations and African Union exckfairocco, which

withdrawn her membership from African Union ovee ttourse of unresolved Western Sahara issue.

In the eighteenth century, quotation from JeandJesdRousseau read “man was born free, and he rignhare
in chains” (Rousseau 1712-1778). Men are free Iyraatherefore, denying them freedom can at angrgtime, generate
negative outcomes. Regarding the Arab and Muslimidyohe story is paradoxical and complex. EarlyL20the Arab-
young men altered the entire history, and openeevahistoric chapter for Middle East and North &dériwhen the youth
came out walked streets devoting all they had dgteotto transform and change their governmentalsoeho run the

systems in their countries with iron fist for dogeaf years.

In nutshell, these political revolts have very meompelled Moroccan leadership just like other ¢oes in the
region to embrace many reformations including widgrchances for democracy and political opening.iRstance, the
parliamentary polls of the kingdom according to &mowere the first one since King Muhammad VI oeder
constitutional reforms in July 2011, devolving sfgrant powers to the elected Prime Minister ansl pvernment, the
provision which was absent in practice in the pratgsts time. Already Morocco’s politicians have lfang, been accused
of corruption and nepotism as well as vices thaeHaecome more unpalatable in the wake of the Silings pushes for

greater accountability (Ghosh, 2011).

After conducting credible elections, the most digant step was the regime’'s support to the reviewe
constitution by appointing a PJD leader as new @riminister after winning the majority seats in tharliament.
Generally, the spring strives to change politicaéation of long-term military and authoritarianrdmol to absolute or
guasi-absolute Islamism throughout the region. 8ddakhennet and Ma de la Baume argue that the so-called ‘Jasmine
revolution’ brought voters across the region to ad® Islamists in elections: al-Nahdha party in $iai Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt, and Justice and DevelopmemtyRPJD) in Morocco. Like any society in the wrArab and

North African communities were thirsty of liberfygedom, and political rights.

They need good governance, transparency and péaeefsition of power, tired with one-man one pastyone
system of government, abhorred too little too |dteey need no less than basic human needs. Tuaisiaall country with
ten million populations led a change that gone bdyblorth Africa region. Caused by mistreating twesix year old
person “by woman police officer who also fined Honillegal vending and confiscated his merchandfseel Beinin and
Frederic Vairel, 2011: 238) over his vegetable aaithe course of earning livelihood for himselfdanis family in Sidi
Bouzid province of Tunisia. This incidence led be twide range of revolutions and resulted in teating the powerful
regimes with an iron fist in the region. Similartile wave proceeded to exterminate the forty yeltgegime, and get

new title for Libya rather than Muammar Gaddafi.

From the very beginning, this tidal wave, apartrfregypt, Libya, Tunisia and Yemen where the ganarsady
over, and Syria, where open revolts will more asldreak down the stick of tyrannical governmené; process has
extended to Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Iran, Iratprdan, Kuwait, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Paleati territories,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia and Sudan. However, the gratees not do much in these areas, but it has &lglento send a

special message of its elemental force of changfeose regimes.

www.iaset.us amli@iaset.us
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The Global Issue (Online Magazine) narrated thatotighout Middle East and North Africa, civiliangotests
and revolts have erupted as people’s frustratioith their conditions appear to have boiled over.'decades of
authoritarianism have no doubt suppressed thowmidsopinions which are perhaps now bubbling tosingace when

combined with other issues” (Global Issues, 2011).

In the case of Tunisia, Ben Ali was very good exmple was to bring about positive changes in deatinc
setting of Tunisia. He found himself replacing then and first President after political indeperadenf Tunisia from
France in 1956, Habib Bourguiba, and the very pegiforced to surrender the power in 1987. LortbAq1834-1902)
once wrote that “power corrupts; absolute powerugis absolutely”. Ben Ali was one of the leadetowried to put the
guotation into practice. Due to the concurrenceHabib’s regime, Ben Ali was from the beginning albdeinfluence
changes that seemed to pave the way for the higtight future of Tunisia. He freed political prisens and initiated
political dialogue; peoples were clapping for tlewregime of Ben Ali. One year later, the ministets served with old
regime replaced with the new capable figures tbatained supporting tools to Ben Ali to processdrefunisia (Global
Issue, 2011).

It was less than one decade when two electionsihel@89 and 1994 and Ben Ali declared winner ithlaf the
elections. Instead of installing subservient lealdigr and good governance so to not repeat the quevimistake
(i.e. the one of Habib), Ben Ali dominated all dfetstate apparatus with iron fist. He meanwhile aged to drive
Tunisians tyrannically for longer than two good aées. Needless to mention, apart from languaggjar| tradition or
regional similarities between Tunisia and Egypg, types of government alone could embolden Egyptiarbe the second
in joining the historic revolution of North Africa&.hey stood and finally toppled down the top posisi in their countries.
Like Zain al Abiden Ben Ali, Hosni Mubarak was sadoonly to the 1975 Egyptian President; Anwar Edi&gs in 1981

followed by cruel assassination targeted Sadaat.

Mubarak became one of the longest presidents krowre history of modern Egypt since Muhammad AdsPRa.
He remained friend and ally to the United StateAmgrica throughout his reign, and specificallyidgrthe Gulf War of
1991. He allied George Bush Sr. against Saddamédihissnvasion of Kuwait. Anup Sha mentioned in tBlwbal Issues
that generally some of the protesters focus on mbation, corruption and other malpractices, whilkers focus on
historical divisions (such as how Bahrain’s Shi'ajonity has been ruled by a Sunnis minority, angardamily for
decades). Therefore, all of these local, regiomal global issues were combined together in vareug potent ways

especially in the hands of the large populatioar@mployed but well-educated youth.

Some protests have been non-violent, while othave had varying degrees of violence, either bygstots or
by security forces. To avoid terrible demonstratiBaudi Arabia’s government has banned protests;heaa, and masses
assembly. BBC reported that such sort of demonstratand sit-ins, according to Saudi governmenttrealict Islamic
Law, jurisprudence and the values and traditionSafidi society. The ingredients of change thatange part of the
Middle East and North Africa calls for further decnatic expansionism, and behind those incidentesfaurth wave of

democratization is perhaps, perceived in thesesarea

The catastrophe of the 9/11, which targeted tovieckbof the World Trade Center and Pentagon inUhé&ed
States, has drastically changed the political divacf the globe specifically between western wahd Islam. The then
President of the United States, George Bush's $pielenitified that, democratizing the Middle Eastl dslamic world is a

pivotal issue in the American foreign policy. Théseneed to replace the military dictatorship, whaominated regional
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politics, with democratically elected governmemt.his address, Bush encouraged the governmenie iregion to mind
modernization in their government styles, and tia nothing to do with westernization. It will woside by side along
their cultures, and simultaneously, serve muclkeducing down the acts of terrorism, which thredtenrights of others to
live their lives, to make their religions with fid@m or to say what is in their rights to say (Craiiddle East Quarterly,
2006).

TAIWAN'S POLITICAL SYSTEM: AN OVERVIEW

Republic of China (ROC) was one of the founding fers of the United Nations at the end of the Sedvadd
War in 1945. Nearly three decades later due tdatle of international recognition, the (ROC) lostr flseat as Permanent
Member of the United Nations Security Council (RiBhich has gone to the People Republic of ChirQPfollowing
her expelling from the United Nations by Resolut#58. Subsequently, Taiwan, under the KMT led-goment started
suffering from the international diplomatic isotati which lasted until today.

This sporadic intermittence indeed paralyses Tajwad polarizes its internal politics into two wind?an-Blue
Coalition political groupscomprise those support unification with mainlarfir@, and choice Chinese identity rather than
separate Taiwanese. The second is Pan-Green Goajitoug of who favour independence with new Taiwaneseonati
identity. The current incumbent Taiwanese presidesitout democracy, economic development, and adgeitwealth
distribution as conditions to achieve the goal mfigation. However, this alliance rejects the intiae unification until if
PRC can entertain these together with other caditincluding permission to return the body of @bi&ai-Shek to his
ancestral place in the mainland China.

Romer Cornejo (2008: 207) argues that the expelomasof the first heavy blows that hit Taiwan otdyserve as
an extraordinary force toward democratic trans#loexercise overtaking the old authoritarian systemich has been
embolden by the Kuomintang nationalist party. Sitien, Taivan manages democratization and transfiwmgradually

until 1996 when it gone for her first historic picEntial polls ever happened in modern day Taiwan.

This election served as first incremental test eindcratization process in the island. Though hgldiegular
elections or multiplying party organizations alodees not necessary, grant stable state of demqctiayocratic
institutions must get support from the various ri@s¢ groups only they can operate appropriatelyttNafrican nations
have individually undergone this kind of politicdderapy one after another, but lacking strongeitipal institutions
affects their efforts.

Cumulatively, the human race settles down in Taifearthe last 15, 000 years back coincident withdlge of the
Palaeolithic and Neolithic. There are heat debatesr the people who populated Taiwan as a placeabitdd by
humankind for the first time. Some scholars sayt ti@ pioneer people to populate the area werepdmple of

Malayo-Polynesians origin who specifically influsoin modern day Indonesia. Others believe that thene northerners,

! Pan-Blue Coalition is a political alliance of threelitical groups in the Republic of China. It camiguomintang (KMT)
party, which is the current ruling party in Taiwaline People First Party (PFP), and the New PamyP)CThe name comes
from the blue colour emblem of the Kuomintang Party

2 pan-Green alliance is a combination of four déferpolitical groups organized themselves to opposéication with
mainland China and favour independence Taiwan.pitidical parties in this alliance include the Desrattic Progressive
Party (DPP), Taiwan Solidarity Union (TSU), Taiwanmdependence Party (TAIP) and Taiwan Constitutigksgdociation
(TCA). The coalition takes its name of the greetoaoof Democratic Progressive Party emblem, wigeks the fertile
ground due to the party’s extensive relation withimnmental movement.

www.iaset.us amli@iaset.us



12 Ghazali Bello Abubakar

the people who were from south-eastern side of lamaihChina. Henceforth, Taiwan always have beerphtit of China
(Library of Congress, 2005).

Taiwan, officially Republic of China (ROC) is ardard situated in East Asia, bordering People RepublChina
to the west, Japan to the northeast and Philippim#fse south; Taipei is the capital city and cerdgf administration. Ma
Ying-jeou is the incumbent president. The Taiwangssident elected directly by Taiwanese peopletfierduration of
four-year term (renewable) with a unitary semi-ffestial type of government. Five government braschdminister
Taiwan namely: Executive Yuan (composes of Cabjnatjislative Yuan, Judiciary Yuan, Control Yuamyers finance
and audit department) and Examination Yuan (comtdlil service examination). Taiwan has 23, 378) {2015 estimate)

population.

Ethnic groups such as Han Chinese, Hokkien, Haliednlanders, and Aboriginal altogether shape thediaese
population. People in Taiwan consider themselveSaasanese or Chinese (Wikipedia online, 2015). rQfie past four
decades or so, multiple vicissitudes try to sh&yeeTaiwanese democratization agenda. This transtowmhas drastically
started somewhere in the late 1970s and early 19&€idike many other countries in the world tdreade what Samuel
Huntington themedthird wave when dozens of nondemocratic nations across trédvihave fully or partially converted

to democratic political system.

This move has particularly increased the numbedeafocracies especially in Western Europe, Afracel Asia.
However, this could not aggregately end the autégain regimes, but was able to undermine theitopging influences
in many parts of the world compared to the 195@sX360s or even earlier. During those days, Taiwas struggling for
self-government, and determination, denied by tbeeghment of People Republic of China (PRC), thenrmainist
government that was also in support of North Karéatention to invade the South in June 1950. Was an alert that
made United States to resume direct military tiéh the Republic of China (ROC) or Taiwan immediat&ubsequently,
in 1954 U.S. signed mutual military defence treatth ROC (Dumbaugh, 2006). This ratification renenin force for

three decades serving as one of the longest magueément between U.S. and ROC.

As for Taiwan, the period covered between 1950s eantly 1980s the turmoil was not just internal fcdi
imbalance, but it was also threat by nearby neighibg China. PRC was bidding for one and the ortiyn@. This policy
aimed at thwarting political legitimacy and selfti@enination of Taiwan. North African political sgsh has been
favouring dictatorial regimes with special privieguntil yesteryear, when the protests interrugitecgrand plans of more
than one leadership in North Africa region, Egypt &Morocco have been enjoying regular electiongiqjpated by

multiple political parties for many years.

This nature remained impotent to bring significahtinge in power-holding pattern in these countresfor
Morocco, neither regular elections nor multipastgtem were able to make the country “protest-fiim®eZ as thousands of
young Moroccans walked streets demanding what twinterparts in other Arab nations demanded exoepbppling
down the regime. Whereupon, in Egypt, protestensaie the main reason that make Mubarak regime tarlugtale of
reference. In the recent contemporarily time, Talwaemocratization process appears to be oneeofmibst successful

democratic stories in the world.

Despite the transition had, from the very beginnleen launched through what could be seen ag preskure,

it was also aptly incremental. Initially, the prgsewvas a transition from within the authoritariationalist single party, the

www.iaset.us anli@iaset.us



Tidal Phase of Democratic Transition in Tunisia, AComparative Analysis with Taiwanese DemocratizatiorProcess 13

KMT. The party's move was doorway for the futureegidential elections of 1996; transformed its nesid to
accommodate and pave the way for future ambitiomaWanese people. This was not less than truealilsen and
democratic leadership within their territorial badanies. Four years later, another smoother tramsitbok place by

electing president from the long opposition parBHin the year 2000.

Throughout this gentle process of liberalizatioithwhe exception of the 1947 massacre in whiclushads of
peoples were murdered by Chiang Kai-shek’s troGzhéfferer, 2009); the step-by-step moving towdatble state of
democracy in Taiwan is said to be quite peaceflthodigh, the process, according to Shelley Riggensolidation of
democratic atmosphere in Taiwanese environmentneashat easy, because it was such kind of sefigsessures and
counter-pressures, compromises, negotiations acts patween the authoritarian regime led by KMT atiter opponent
groups, which managed to consume many lives whekmped to the membership of both parties. Nevkssise at the
end it had brought about smoother political changeaiwan more than ever before, and placed thatcpahead of many

other nations in the third world in terms of peatgblitical transition (Rigger, 1999: 03).

Some writers such as Christian Schafferer, arga¢ the deep legacies that had been left behindhby t
authoritarian government together with prolongingriial law (1949-1987) have become undeniable ehgls to newly

democratic consolidation especially after elecid®pP into office in 2000 (Schafferer, 2009).

The sentimental attachment of political dominatiorthe postwar Taiwan, have of course changed thi@lemd
Chinese nationalism to more specifically and nalyolaiwan patriotism ideology in the 1990s. Thislweated political
frontier between the two places, People/RepublicCbina (mainland China and Taiwan), and marked npmigical

opening and wider democratization in Taiwan (Che20d2).

The KMT, which happened to serve political desirariainland China for long time, 70 percent of itsmiers
during the 1980s were of Taiwan nationals. Degpiefact that the party’s 2.4 million members weagvanese, mainland
Chinese members occupied the important key positafrthe party. Apart from this, second blow thétthe party was
internal fragile over the contents of proposedmefttion exercise. The moderate KMT members whose semposed of
both mainlanders Chinese and Taiwanese have cogael\clin supporting the proposed demand of politiedorm in
Taiwan giving the special emphasis on reformatibthe internal structure of the KMT political plati itself (Wachman,
1994: 18-19). Rigger (1999) considers this as dnthe unique factors that try to shape the politdavelopment in

Taiwan over a long period.

THE POST-2000 MIRACULOUS TRANSITION, POLITICAL SCAN DALS REPLACED
AUTHORITARIAN ONE-PARTY SYSTEM

On March 10, 2000, Taiwan held presidential eledioResults of the elections were in favour of Deratc
Progressive Party (DPP) candidate. Thus, the affiginning declaration of these elections opene@\wa historic page in
Taiwanese politics. Previously, the DPP party platree role of opposition for decades gatheringdbtical experience
only on local government matters. In the first talfts first tenure of office, Taiwan seemed t@esience hard economic

recession along with record of high growth of untayment for the first time in many years.

Nevertheless, the palpable division in mainly goweental branches, which stood as challenge touligrDPP
was also observed. The presidency and executive werthe control of DPP, whereupon KMT was evem tlable to

secure the majority seats in the parliament: da@rsus hawk (Aktuell, 2010: 188-189). Four yearsrlatin the eve of the
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2004 presidential polls, Chen Shui-bian the DPRidestial candidate, was targeted in a failed a&sason attempt. This
together with other related political crises folkdvthe elections, which took place during the teros of office served by
the DPP, sent a signal that the DPP political tacind ideal strategies are feebly insufficient.

These incidences have precisely undermined the daitio confidence of domestic and internationahsés. The
subsequent disputes of the 2004 elections wondP®#P,” once again forced the KMT supporters topadigcal violence
showing their dissatisfaction toward the futuredierghip of the winning party not only because efrtpolitical affiliation
with the opposition party KMT but also because ¢bantry witnessed certain amount of economic stiesser for many
years. As a new ruling party, DPP had has to readplinternal structures and platforms so tolile o face the challenge
of leading a country that experienced one-partyegang style for several decades in which everr dfte transition to

democracy in 1996 the same party managed to transfe manifesto so to fit democracy mandates.

This indeed, makes DPP the first opposition pastgecure the highest political office in Taiwanotghout this
wave of democratization process. Subsequentlyckizlenge has been establishing a loose alliantgebe different
groups as noticed by Hermann Halbeisen. Accordirtgh, the party has to develop such kind of stmattdesign, which
could make it powerful to accommodate as manydastias possible with conflicting opinions and viessto keep aloof
from centralizing power within the frame of parabership. Lack of sufficient coordination of thetidties of the

president and executive, created a wide gap ingtlaéty of DPP led administration (Halbeisen, 2003)

During this period of two terms of DPP led admirasbn, many records of serious political scanddiserved in
the government offices and parastatals specifi¢althie first half of the second term. The unexpdgioor performance of
the DPP was ‘grist to the mills’ for KMT as it hasen able to occupy presidency after the 2008 geasal polls. This
because many Taiwanese including DPP memberstHest faithful confidence in the party commitment tackle out
many social and economic matters, and couldn’ingisofight corruption and clean government from KilTong-term
aberrant ruling. The DPP claimed that KMT-reappegis automatic return of tyranny, but the vocalma seems very

much inactive and forceless just like its poor parfance while in control (Aktuell, 2010: 190).

Despite the nature and structural features of K& in spite of being the only party to run the gyonnent,
which was all-powerful, it took her fifty years so to surrender to corruption, whereupon DPP losthiattle to the same
corruption in less than eight years of time (Hs&Q7: 20).

STATE OF DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION IN NORTH AFRICADURI NG PRE-PROTESTS ERA

Political transition is not new phenomenon in Ndkftica as always the question that many keep askas gone
beyond just democratic transition or even electiand party system, to the typical nature and ptegoimplications of
the transition itself. It is for very long time, é&wn that lack of the rule of law, which leads tcselote overarching
powerful authoritarian regimes in North Africa alliddle Eastern states has deeply based on the gowested on their
hands. They overtake the power of articulationuafigiary, which in turn make this very institutioveaker. It depended

and guided on and by the lust of the regime.

Clearly, parliaments under normal circumstance,natestrengthened enough to make any decisionnnfatviour
of the interest of the regime. In Morocco for exdenppefore the protests, three questions are natvanentertained: the
inviolable person of the king, religion of the statnd the issue of Western Sahara. The greatetigudisat remains in

both pre-and post-protests North Africa and Mid&ast as well is what is the Islamic perspective amwvmodern
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Western/secular democracy? That also focuses ovidhgoint of the teaching of the Qur’an in relatim the modern day

democracy.

Many scholars in and outside the region are tryinfind out the answers that fit the current poitisituation. In
Egypt, Morocco, and Tunisia, Islamists secured nitgjgeats in their respective parliaments by wtgome of them have
been able to form a stable government like Mordocaxample. Whereupon in Egypt, Muhammad Morgiresidential
candidate under platform of Muslim Brotherhood vibe election but was able to remain in power foegy short period
following the abrupt military interruption. In Twia, al-Nahdha party secured majority seats irpréament during the
first elections since revolts.

Democratic values are more or less attracting tmeerns of the Arab majority especially after squneminent
scholars likeQaradawisided with Egyptian youth protesters against Makaegime Qaradawiargued that the Mubarak
regime was not Islamic one therefore taking appat@mossible action to change such kind of leddiersas automatic
legality in Islam. This was for Egypt, but as focauntry like Saudi Arabia, the clergies and psestserved illegality of

taking any serious action such as demonstratioamstylul-amr or ‘governing body’.

Brown and Hamzawy adduce that Middle East and Nafititan regimes are in three democratic considenat
failing states, these states are weak in terms eshotratic investments, strict authoritarian coestriand quasi-
authoritarian countries (Brown and Hamzawy, 200). Most of the countries in the South of the Med#nean are in
these ranges. Authoritarianism centralized in Egypt quasi-authoritarian system perhaps in Morottem only country

with constitutional monarchy in the area.
THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE POST-WORLD WAR I TA  IWAN

From the very essence, the dawn of Taiwan'’s dertirat®n linked with the incidences of the post-Vbowar I
directly. The most important one started with thk éf Japan to the allied forces. Many expertsiassd that in the time to

come, democratization process would get a ‘heatl gfi¢hin the Taiwan’s society.

To understand the contextual implications of thiscess, we need to reconsider the capitulatiorapéid during
the 1945, the year that marked the end of the Wivdd Il. The victory of the allied nations agaih&izism and Fascism of
Germany and Italy under Hitler and Mussolini respety, and their associates, had automaticallynteated Japanese
control on Taiwan and set the island within theckeds of freedom and autonomy. Perhaps, this Wasofithe first),
among the most important events marked the fiegt gtward liberalization ifFormosa(latterly Taiwan). Japan was able
to expand their control on Taiwan after the evaomapf Chinese Qing rulers that ended their thintgears control (from
1887 to 1895).

The Taiwan Communiqué published by the Internati@@mmittee for Human Rights (1996) penned dowr tha
before the influx of the imperial China, the isladid not experience domination by any external cenqgr. After coming
across a lot of political seizures and turmoil saimere in the mid of the 30century, Taiwan's democratization and
political transformation keep taking place in pi@eal with gradual changes in government and soeietyell. Although
amid this gradual motion, many issues were raisgb@ally those focused against KMT. Interestingtyspite of the

political disorder, the Taiwan'’s political procesas not stagnant.

In the post-World War Il Taiwan witnessed differeealities such as party decamping especially fitoerthen all-
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powerful ruling party, the KMT, merging with othparties or forming a new political group and indegent. Indeed this
factor plays role in creating multiple political gamizations in Taiwan. It nevertheless, paved tlay for stronger
opposition in Taiwanese political life. Right frothe start, Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) @pdied in the
elections of 1970. In 1994 and 2000 dozens of KMAInstream members branched out due to the intemzaigling of

KMT as a result, Chinese New Party (CNP), Peoplst Farty (PFP) of James Soong, and Taiwan Sdljddriion (TSU)

created by the afterthought of former presidenttetk under the platform of KMT Lee Teng-hui (TsadaChao, 2008:
617-618).

The internal disintegration that seemed to bedraftasymmetric ideologies and logical interferenamong the
KMT’s memberships, the party which remained in pofeg so many years, have with the aid of othefedént factors,
automatically enhanced the chance for political dematization in Taiwan. Apart from this, KMT facstnilar challenge
on the hand of DPP and other oppositions and intge candidates too. The party managed to holcepatandstill,
until the 2000 presidential elections. This meamgais not that effete to accept destruction by sapgositions because the
then internal crisis and disunity of the party werg strong enough to split it into pieces as ieglin 1994 and 2000.
Hence, the challenge of the post-2000 electionsnuash more catastrophe especially after its forchairperson, Mr. Lee

withdrawn his membership from the party.

Thanks to these differences as they led to mulppleeptions in the views and perspectives of tambers for it
to leave the KMT party handicap. Many scholars awersthis as a freeway for more democratization aofitical
development in Taiwan. Although succeeded DPP atsdd not fulfilled the people’'s expectations asmier of

devaluations and irregularities appeared duringptiréy’s reign. KMT regain control of power aftetveo-tenure of hiatus.
DOES RELIGION MATTER? DEMOCRACY AND RELIGIOUS TENET

Scholars like Esposito and Dalia Mogahed (2009)rid@nd Inglehart (2002), Charles Cohen and Ro(20d43)
and more others have been taking extensive studlgsh enable them to find out that democratic eyysbf government
is never disdainful style in Islam. Though othehdars like Huntington (1991, [1996]), Fukuyama 429 and Diamond
found no accommaodation is provided for democrasgesy in Islam. As for the first groups, supposetktbate, look at the
features claims by liberal democracy such as eyuéberty, freedom and justice based on whichytendardize Islam
as a mirror through which one can understand thesage of democracy better. The group who see atarlbetween
Islam and democracy depend on the fact that say#sebelong to God alone, which is also one ofdéstral focus on

Islamic legislation.

Comparatively, these afterthoughts are very muctirogersial and unresolved yet. But the connectlmgtsveen
the two ideologies intellectually chance acadenmsputes and scholarship writings across the wavldhfegan, 2014: 3-
4). Even though, participation of Islamist partessd winning the elections in Tunisia, Egypt, andréeco is clear
message that the precise relations between Islahdamocracy do exist for number of reasons: fledgmists come to
power in these three countries through electoralaeacy. Secondly, they participate in forming rggavernments in their
respective countries without anarchist tendencynagalemocratization. Addition to that, the emmfievidence, which
always proves the existing connection between Isdanth democracy practically, is that Muslim Brottetl stepped

forward to implementing Islamighari'a law as does by al-Nahdha in Tunisia without prejadigainst liberal democracy.

In contrast, Taiwan officially is a secular coungémyd therefore, its democratization agenda is ngivay, linked
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to religion. The Taiwanese legal documents fullyivi from secular point of view by this, religioirgerference has no
room in framing or amending the constitution of twuntry (BTI, 2012: 10). It is very difficult tadentify religion of

Taiwan as argues by Robert Hamburg of course sameds religions are there like Buddhist, Confusiamand Taoism
in mainland China (Hamburg, 2009: 12), which may lm® applicable in Taiwan directly. However, a mrable number
of Taiwanese practice different faiths with someumd 14-18 percent who are categorically non-religi ones.
Simultaneously, the constitution of the countryeress freedom of religion. In North Africa, Islas the religion of the
state, but one has the right to practice his/hégioa freely; Moroccan authorities illegalize pedgtizing within its

peripheral borders.

Since political opening started in Taiwan, thereséhdbeen many transitions of government, constibatio
amendments, but there was neither transition n@mament ever instigated by religious force. In N@kfrica, the initial
stage of the revolts that caused greater and higpotitical transition to democracy was not at ralligious; it appeared
religious later on after widespread of the proteSis the first round, the revolts were but peopdédmals against tyranny,
which is irreligious and anti-humanity. That is whanites North African society with the people diian in several

occasions.
COMPARATIVE EXPANDING

Optimistic expectation drove out millions of Taiveme to cast their votes in favour of Mr. Chen Siar on
March 10, 2000 presidential polls hoping the lew&lmalpractices would turn down. Perhaps, the tatigot that
Taiwanese have generated by many reasons suctomssttfe very beginning, DPP is a party that getegsences from
democratic roots, unlike KMT, which in contrast fajusted its internal structure so to be ablattthé current political

setting of the world.

Parenthetically, KMT subjugated people for a lorget Hence, Taiwanese of course were groping for
transformation and effective change in governmentvall as administration. Secondly, DPP come togydfer the first
time in its historical existence after more thdtyfyears of the KMT rule. Thus, people were experimany positives
from its contributions, and waiting for the roleatht might play specifically in the critical antraegic areas including
political and socioeconomic development. Thirdhe tattributes of Mr. Chen was another advantagé;hahynamically
attracted Taiwanese people. Apart from that, thisddate is a lawyer and university professor, w&hsm holds strong
academic career, jailed in 1985 over his pro-deamcisentiment, and after release he had becamefdhe founding

fathers of the Democracy Progressive Party (DPRg@nGvas the first Taiwanese-born president evedrtiie Island.

Apart from the Tunisian incidence of 1987, othéerdi backgrounds differentiate Ben Ali of Tunishubarak of
Egypt, or Gaddafi of Libya, and Chen Shui-bian aiwan or even the KMT regime. Ben Ali of Tunisiano® to power in
a bloodless coup against Habib Bourguiba on thergtoof the doctor’s report, which declared HabituBmiba with
insufficient capability to rule the country. Thesassination of al-Sadaat in 1981 brought Mubarakhéo presidency.
Mu'ammar Gaddafi seized power from King Idris irsi@ccessful coup attempt of 1969 for him to taketrwbrof Libya
until 2011. Mr. Chen was declared the presiderifadivan through general political, free, and fagations in a peaceful

transition of power with KMT.

Just like KMT, Gaddafi lasted on power for goodrfdecades same with Mubarak who was there alsodarly

three decades. The National Democratic Party (NB)Mubarak party whose members were the top igeyds in the
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Mubarak government. As president, Mubarak allegedih presidential elections several times.

Taiwan’s political situation in pre-1996 presidahtelections resembled that of many North Africations.
Again, considering the recent uprisings we seettietouth across the region took up the grandoresipility of changing
their government. It was such kind of movement #radued young Arabs to represent their fathershenst sisters and
elder brothers cheering with boisterous voices regja@berrance, through which rampant corruptiorsmmanagement,
embezzlement and other kind of inhumanity that lewematically affected political, social and ecomo prosperity were

observed.

This time the change of government is not meredythie aid of elections, but prior to the politigarticipation,
the revolts try to set a force and mechanism thatidentify who would be eligible to participatedanold public office
through electoral manner. These revolts first, lepmlown the most powerfully longest regimes, whielems serving a
signal to those who could succeed the ousted thhdrspecial emphasis and priority been given &ghople but not
personal ego and lust. Similarly, in 2006, six geafter Chen come to power, people were demonsjragainst the
direction and performances of the DPP which wasuabm repeat the 2011 North African story (Wei-ch@10). Even
before that, ethnicity contributed a lot to enstine launched out democratization process is reasprachieved.
Mobilizing people to demand change and transformnaiti government was part of the roles played byieity during the
first-round KMT administration (Hsieh, 2010: 29-30)

Are electoral politics alone able to bring aboytist government? Is ballot papers accredited endaugiedict or
choose a good leadership in developing economimtdes? To which extent the elected government @nain
accountable to the people in such areas. Answénggp questions is not an easy task. | arguertfdgveloping and least-
developed nations, elections or even democratitsitians alone is seldom fruitful. Simply becaubedries that say
electoral democracy stabilize nations as genel@npmena fail. Many examples keep rotating fronbglsouth to east.
In Nigeria for instance, number of peoples who tbsir lives due to the insecurity, lack of hedHlilities or starvation

during democracy and civilian rule, especially begw 2009 and 2015 doubled that of military regime.

Practically, during the military government, freedmf speech, political gathering and practicingeotbocial
entitlements normally limited, but people enjoytaar amount of security to their lives and propstiSecondly, when the
causes of revolution put into consideration itdsyeto notice that representative government camsolve the prolonging
malpractices. In such a case, alternative mustirgataction. This alternative substitution could d&ything including

revolutionary branches.

As far as the theories are concerned, James CeP#&1962) maintained that the prolonging periodlgéctive
economic and reverse in social development, reiamitis more likely to take place. When people otla levels of social
classes start feeling restless and held down hyiaens: societal, religious, economic and gowveemt, and their hope
about future is turn down and forced to accept wihey think they did not deserve, there is potéwtidostility and bitter
ties between the social classes. When governmantégthe needs of the peoples, and fail to havecfitnomic policy,
bankruptcy, heavy and mischievous taxes, the clsafurerevolution in such a society are very mucghh{Barrington

Moore, 1966).

This attitude more or less shapes the leadershei®outh of the Mediterranean. In Algeria, Egidrocco and

Tunisia, elections are taking place regularly, iniil the revolts, the condition of the governmeintséerms of democracy
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are extremely poor and below standard comparedatoynsountries in other parts of the world. It isytred doubt that
democracy is a nice and appropriate system to goweit according to Chao-Yung Hsueh, democratinatapart from
positive side it has another unfortunate coloupr@moting corruption, but not itself does anywayifupct of corruption.
Perhaps people who control power can easily usendens of the process to privilege agenda thaseare corruption
indirectly. This unfortunate side, as for Hsuehdfits way more vulnerable in the countries thavimg toward economic

and political transitions (Hsueh, 2007: 12).

Firstly, political campaigns are becoming highlypersive. Paliticians in countries such as Taiwad Borth
African nations or in any other third world countrged a lot of money during political exercisesafltbmpels politicians
to expect generosity from different sources anceddp on businesspersons and bourgeoisies. Thismigidhared among
various countries including Taiwan and North AfisaSecondly, during the 1990s, Taiwan launchedge lnfrastructure
program that enhanced broad opportunities for thaeitle political connectivity with the power and alal offices

holders. Thirdly, small politicians are grantedisative power control to bestow favour (Hsueh, 2002-13).
CONCLUSIONS

History proves no record that deeply shows direcinectivity between North African communities anepRblic
of China (ROC). Despite being the two societied tiepresent widely different traditions and religgoideologies and
cultures, Taiwanese and North African peoples appibr seem to play imperative roles in shaping2tiécentury’s global
democracy alike. They stand for justice, freedond kberty. They demand what they deserve. Theyaoking for equal
participation in forming governments that administeeir affairs. Thwarting corruptions together lwitts branches,
invalidating malpractices and embezzlements; fregkets and economic growth have been the forefaoit central

concerns of men and women of these nations.

Actually, Republic of China, for the past fifteeays on, wins what seen as ‘earth-shattering’ deatioc
consolidation. Again, if one accepts the ‘articlefaith’ with double transition of power betweenetliwo opposition
parties, which political doyenne altogether appeahave no objection or doubt that now onward, deaw@y wins our

sentiments, and therefore deserves to accredleadership (O’Donnell, 1996).

Simultaneously, in the first decade of thé'2&ntury-democratic Taiwan, many issues includirgss-strait ties;
antagonism and reconciliation between the partieddmestic confrontation; multiple ups and downsTaiwan-U.S.
relations; economic growth and stagnation, etcehasen under consideration (Lee, 2010: 13). Neekihk, the double
experiences that the KMT party developed, serve uietine in making conducive atmosphere for pditic

democratization in the island after coming bacth®office.

The first was the pre-1996 presidential electiaas €hat was the time of authoritarianism. Manyieha that the
tyrannical behaviour swept the party away and ceari2PP to replace it in 2000 after serving one-téram 1996-2000).
The second was learning from previous experiend4T Kas the assurance that among the main caudatii@s led DPP

to loss the elections in 2008 was lack of centval$ while in office.

Pro-democratic sentiment, reformation exercisepalitics and judicial system and achieving high remoic
growth bring two atypically disparate societies (tioAfrica and Taiwan) to seek a common ground.uorhetorically
the actions they use are different depending ontype of the societal background they have, which reot anyway

similar.
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With exception of Egypt and Libya, almost all oétNorth African nations enjoying a certain amouipalitical
participation and democratic freedom as populaoltevcool down. Compared to the Taiwanese type eshatratic
process, North Africa undergone severe experiemdgying to achieve democratic society. It is beyatoubt that social
movements and protests across the region bringtatew democratic phase in North Africa, as it alsmains trigger-
happy where hundreds of innocent young men lost tives amid demanding their political and demaicrdreedom.
Materially, these countries brought down, thousanfishouses collapsed, economic and other socialittes are

drastically disturbed. Countries in the region $idve long way to go if to achieve the currenttpzl level of Taiwan.

To the economic level, the two sides are widelsididar. In recent years, Taiwan experiences ragonomic
growth. The island certainly entertains huge GPBop@ita income of $39, 600 (2013 estimate). Thikes her 17in the
world ranking. (CIA, 2013 IMF, 2013). In contradtorth African nations; with exception of the recgtitical turmoil,

have lower GPD per-capita income compared to Taiwan

Nevertheless, Taiwan has become a democracy vgthiae free, and fair elections shaped by politakalism.
People who exercise the government power todaytterge who won the majority votes of the Taiwanzeiis. The
historic dictatorship and monopoly feature of th&K has gone forever. The phase of new political iramment
guarantees freedom of press (Diamond, 2001). Whperein North Africa, in Egypt for example, for thest one year,
there is stable government, and freedom of speeldom enjoys level of tolerance, many examplescatgi the factual
reality of this. In the very recent past, Egypt@government detained four Aljazeera journalists, aodhe six journalists
have been killed since Jul 2013 (Mullins, 2014)véitheless, since 2013 coup, people demonstrabimigthe military

interim government ignore, and deny installing peeple’s demand.

Freedom of speech is further eroding in the couas\judges by Freedom House. The 2014 Freedom House
report on the freedom of the press indicates taeh ®f the North African nations scores more th@mpércent out of 100
(the lower the score the better the press freedatusy: Algeria 59/100; Egypt 62/100; Libya 62/180grocco 66/100 and
Tunisia 53/100 (Freedom House, 2014). This resutbincretely proving the extreme poor performarfdhese countries

in the freedom of the press compared to Taiwanghvbkcores 26 percent in the same report.

Taiwan'’s status on the freedom of speech and plidssot start today; the country maintains thisifeyfor years.
Diamond pointed out that Taiwan is rated digit 1patitical rights and 2 on civil liberties. This kes the island scoring
1.5 on combined scale, which simultaneously meansah is liberal democracy. However, this alsoudels Taiwan to be
one of the only three liberal democracies (aftpadicand South Korea) in the entire 25 states ia:A¢ortheast, Southeast,
and South (Diamond, 2001).

The above clarification is all about positive sifethe coin, while the other side contains somevteck of it.
Although Taiwan quite or right enjoys the peak lesedemocracy, but other sectors are in need wiitfent reformation
that gives them full strength in the rescue procasiger than ignoring their importance, which isypossible to diminish

the quality of the process especially when compawiih other countries in North Africa.

The democratic consolidation is a collective resaitity carried out by all of political actors. ®hconsolidation
needs not only with the commitments of the pollteetors, but constitutionalism and lawfulnesslecoral behaviour are
also among the prime concern of the consolidatimtgss. Generally, public must feel as a mattecanfsensus, that

democracy is the best system of government to govidrey must also dedicate their unconditionalrésfto the formation
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of such of constitutional government in their temy (Diamond, 2001).

| agree with Diamond’s argument in which he citedttsome core-issues disturbing democratic coretadial in
Taiwan, though the pressure of those issues imgettduce steadily, but the impact and legacyt ofight last for long
while. First, of it is the issue of “black and ggbdlitics”, this wing easies the way of organiziogme and percolate it
down through the political related links: party amgresentative bodies. Virtually, all of the pastisuffer from political
maneuvering, malfeasance and votes influence thrabig means of money that comes from the wealtlglikts to
particular party. Secondly, judicial system is fgahsufficient in performing its duties. In modefaiwan system, judges
are civil servant. They normally secure their jtfi®ugh the state-sponsored civil service exanonatnot based on legal
experience. Hence, sometimes they made poor pefaes including corrupt decisions. Thirdly, putditdorsement for
democracy: large numbers of Taiwanese populatiaiorse democracy as system to govern, but other exsmidew
authoritarianism the best style (Diamond, 2001: 20)
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